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SNOSIS COLLEGE FRESHMAN 
QUADRANGLE, PRESENT YEAR. 
FIRST YEAR STUDENT MOVE-IN DAY 












^- I'M YOUR UPSTAIRS \ 

^ NEIGHBOR RAZ AND THIS MY ^ 
ROOMMATE STAN. AS IN STAN THE 
PHYSICS MAN. IF ANYONE CAN FIGURE 
v OUT HOW TO MOVE THAT ANCIENT 
V ARTIFACT, HE CAN. V 


LUCY. HI. 


I HAVE \ 
SOME SLIDERS 
UPSTAIRS. THAT 
WOULD SEEM TO 
BE THE EASIEST 



JUST ROCK IT BACK,^- 
AND YOU WOMEN SLIP THE 
SLIDERS UNDERNEATH THE 
S. BACK LEGS... . 


NOW, THAT 
WASN'T SO BAD, 
WAS IT? 


SPEAK 

FOR YOURSELF, 
EINSTEIN. 
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I'M GLAD 
WE'RE PUTTING A 
REFRIGERATOR IN 
FRONT OF IT. 


/ I THINK \ 
' IF YOU CALL > 
BUILDINGS Ei GROUNDS 
THEY'LL SEND SOMEONE 
. OVER TO PAINT RIGHT , 
V OVER THAT. > 


I THINK > 
I COULD REALLY 
USE A... CUP OF 
COFFEE? IS 
ANYONE UP? , 














IT PROBABLY ISN'T AN EXASSERATION TO SAY 
THAT IT WAS TO KEEP ME AWAY FROM MY 
CREEPY UNCLES THAT MY PARENTS SENT 
ME TO A PRIVATE BOARDING SCHOOL IN 
CONNECTICUT. IT TURNS OUT LUCY WENT 
TO A SIMILAR SETUP IN VIRGINIA. 


STRANGE THAT YOU SHOULD 
COME TO GNOSIS. I MEAN, 
DON'T PLACES LIKE THAT 
PIPELINE INTO SCHOOLS 
LIKE WILLIAMS OR YALEP 


AFTER THAT PLACE I WAS 
VERY TIRED OF PREPPY. 
GNOSIS HAS A REPUTATION 
FOR, WELL, KO?C>. 
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STORY WAS THAT NOT LONS AFTER 
POSINS FOR THAT PORTRAIT, MILLIE UP 
AND DISAPPEARED. MAYBE POSINS NAKED 
LIKE THAT WAS TOO MUCH OF A SCANDAL. 
NO ONE REALLY KNOWS WHAT 

HAPPENED TO HER. __ 


^ WHAT DO > 
YOU KNOW ABOUT 
THIS PAINTINS? . 


/ WELL, SHE'S 1 
' BEEN UP ABOVE 
THAT BAR FOR 
OVER A HUNDRED 
YEARS. NO ONE 
KNOWS WHO 
PAINTED HER, BUT 
THERE'S LONS 
BEEN A RUMOR 
THAT IT WAS 
MODELED FOR BY 
A SNOSIS COED 
L NAMED MILLIE, j 













THE AIM OF \ I 
W "SENESIS" IS TO USE 
f IMPROVISATIONAL ROLE \ 
PLAVINS IN FRONT OF AN 
AUDIENCE FOLLOWED BY 
FRIENDLY POST-PERFORMANCE 
L REVIEW AND CRITIQUE TO > 
\ DEVELOP SKILLS / 

\ AT ACTING. >0 

















































AND SECOND, IT THINSS SET TOO MUCH 
FOR ANYONE, THERE'S A SAFEWORD, 
JUST LIKE THERE IS IN OTHER SCENES. 
ANYONE IN THE SPACE CAN USE IT AT ANY 
TIME FOR ANY REASON OR NO REASON 
AT ALL, AND NO ONE SETS QUESTIONED 











/ JEST NOT WITH \ 
f ME, WENCH, FOR THY LIFE N 
AND THY SOUL ARE IN THE 
BALANCE. GENTLEMEN OF 
, PARTS HAVE SWORN THEY'VE 
V SEEN THEE IN CONGRESS > 
n ^WITH THE EVIL ONE. 


THAT GENTLEMEN X 
OF PARTS HAVE HAD > 
THEIR EYES ON ME I'LL y 
V DOUBT NOT. 


Vm 


/ A QUICK \ 
f CONFESSION ' 
NOW WILL 
SAVE THY 
SOUL AND 
l THEE MUCH 
\ MISERY. J 









PROP MISTRESS 
IS NOT SOINS TO 
LIKE THAT. 


NO INDEED. 


S LIKEST THOU > 
WHAT THOU SEEST? 
WITCHFINDER. A DIS¬ 
APPOINTMENT TO SEE 
NOUGHT BUT SMOOTH 


HOW DARE 
THEE, WANTON.' 


^ OR PERHAPS 
NOT? PERHAPS 
THERE'S A TICKLE 
IN THY LOINS 
. INSTEAD... . 


































AND YOU GUYS 
TOPPED EVEN 
US! HOW DID 


























































K CHIARA? 

WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING HERE? IT'S 
ALMOST 1 A.M. 


^ I COULDN'T ^ 
SLEEP... THERE WAS 
SOMETHING I REALLY 
WANTED TO TRY TO 
V LOOK UP. > 


I GET THAT. 

I OFTEN CAN'T 
SLEEP. 



^ WELL, THE ^ 
GOOD NEWS IS THEY 
OPEN UP AGAIN 
. AT SEVEN. . 


WALK YOU 










IT'S JUST THE 
START OF FRESHMAN 
YEAR. 


I IMASINE 
THERE WILL BE A 
LOT OF TIME FOR 
FINDING THINGS 
. OUT. 
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IT SEEMED IMPROBABLE 
THAT THE CREATURE HAD 
NEVER ENCOUNTERED AN 
EARTH WOMAN BEFORE; 
IT KNEW EXACTLY WHAT 
IT WANTED AND 
WHERE TO FIND IT! 
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THEY CAN BE PET 
SIMPLE CIRCUIT 
S. THEY INDUC 


A GNOSIS COLLEGE 
PHYSICS SEMINAR, 
PRESENT DAY. 


IS IT TRUE, PROFESSOR YOSHIKAWA, THAT A 
NINETEENTH CENTURY SNOSIS COLLEGE 
SCIENTIST NAMED HOFFMANN SUCCEEDED IN 
GENERATING TERRESTRIAL SQUERNIONS? 
























EVERYONE 
ELSE SAYS NO. £ 
ORIGINAL AND 
V SAY YES' 


OK AY, OKAY. 
I'LL COME. 
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ALUMNI RECORPS REVEAL THAT 83 
WOMEN NAMED MARY K-SOMETH1NG 
HAVE ATTENDED GNOSIS COLLEGE 
SINCE ROSE HALL WAS BUILT IN 1912. 


NO RECORD OF ANY THEM HAVINS 
DISAPPEARED, THOUSH. LOTS OF CAREERS, 
LOTS OF SETTING MARRIED, LOTS OF 
GROWING OLD AND SHOWING UP AT THE BOTH 
REUNION. SEARCHES OF THE DIGITIZED 
RECORDS OF THE G/VOS/5 ILLUMINATOR AND 
THE GNOSIS ALUMNI MONTHLY DIDN'T TURN 
UP ANYTHING ALL THAT INTERESTING. 

























"THIS GROUP OF YOUNG LADY 
SAILORS HAS COME ALL THE 
WAY FROM ENGLAND TO 
STUDY ADVANCED 
NAVIGATIONAL TECHNIQUES 
ALONGSIDE THE FLYBOYS OF 
OUR OWN GNOSIS COLLEGE 
AVIATION TRAINING SCHOOL. 
'WE'RE JUST HAPPY TO DO 
OUR PART FOR THE WAR 
EFFORT,' SAID ONE M4£V 
KERR, MADE AVAILABLE FOR 
AN INTERVIEW WITH THE 
REGISTER-SENTINEL." 




























































VIMAZLDIK !KH BIN TSU HOBN A 
SHEYN IUNG MENTSH VOS VIL TSU 
LERNEN EYDISH MIT MIR. 

HON LUCKY I AM, TO HAVE A 
HANDSOME YOUNG MAN WHO WANTS 
TO PRACTICE YIDDISH WITH ME. 













































































GOD IS WATCHING EVERY \ 
TIME YOU MAKE WATER, > 
AND EVERY TIME YOU 
MAKE NIGHT SOIL, AND 
EVERY TIME YOUR PARENTS 
LIE WITH ONE ANOTHER, 

AND WAS WATCHING WHEN 
FATHER BROWN DID 
WHATEVER THAT THING 
WAS THAT MADE THE > 
KING'S MEN COME AND / 
TAKE HIM AWAY IN ZU 

CHAINS, AND... 












r THE ROYAL 
NAVY HAS LONS 
SINCE WIPED OUT 
ALL THE PIRATES. 
THEY TELL THE 
STORY IN RC 
v COMICS' > 


ON THIS PASE, ^ 

CAPTAIN BRASSBALLS AND HIS 
HEROIC CREW USE GREEK FIRE 
TO INCINERATE AN ENTIRE 
V PIRATE VILLAGE... > 


' BUT I CAN N 
SURE FOLLOW 
THE STORY 
THROUGH THE 

. pictures; . 
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r I OFFER \ 
YOU AND YOUR 
COMRADES 
MYSELF IN YOUR 
v STEAD. > 


WE’VE NO INTEREST IN^^« 
AN UNPLUCKT' CHICKEN LIKE 
YOU. T’WOULD BE LIKE ROSERINS 
s. A RASDOLL... > 


WELL. 
LET’S SEE 
THEN. 


/ BUT ONLY \ 
IF WE ARE ALL' 
WELL PLEASED 
AT YOUR 
PERFORMANCE 
WILL YOUR 
LOVER'S 
WEDDING 
, TACKLE BE > 
\ SAVED. / 


^- NO/ T'WILL > 

NOT/ I PROMISE MY FULL 
V ENTHUSIASM... > 





























































































AZ ANYA TEYLER-FREYD Z1KHER 
IZ EYN VEYKH H/NPL. 

THAT ANYA TAYLOR-JOY SURE 
IS ONE TENDER CHICKEN. 
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r AND WHO 
ARE YOU ASAIN, 
^ MISS...? 


- AH, YES. ONE > 

OF THE SIRLS WHO HELPS RUN 
THE ELECTRONIC COMPUTATION 
MACHINES. WELL, WHY ARE YOU 
s. HERE TO SEE ME? > 


^ ALTSCHULER. AMY 
ALTSCHULER. I'M ONE 
. OF THE CODERS. ^ 








THERE'S A FOURTH SIGNAL COMING 
FROM THE KEPLER SYSTEM. 


IT'S MASKED BY OTHER, MORE 
POWERFUL RADIO EMISSIONS, 
BUT IT /S THERE. I'M SURE OF IT. 


RADIOTELESCOPE 37-F, AMY 
ALTSCHULER HAS MADE AN 
UNSETTLING DISCOVERY. 





















































ENJOY YOUR 
FLIGHT TO LONDON, 
MS. TAGG-LIE-A -KOZO. 
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-- HOW IS IT THAT > 

SOMEONE AT OXFORD SPENDS TIME 
STUDYING GNOSIS COLLEGE 
« CONSPIRACY BOARDS? 


X OH, LOTS OF 
PEOPLE DO. THEY HAVE N 
SO MUCH ENTERTAINING 
AND CREATIVE MATERIAL. 
ALSO, I HAVE A SOFT SPOT 
„ FOR GNOSIS COLLEGE IN . 
\ PARTICULAR... X 




► WHY? DID ^ 
YOUR PARENTS MEET 
s_THERE? ^ 
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,— YOUR POST ABOUT ^N, 

A FABRIKANT FAMILY ACQUISITION 
OF AN OXFORD ANTIQUITY IN THE 
1930S SEEMED REALLY... /SEW AND 
GENUINE COMPARED TO MOST OF 
THE CONSPIRACY STUFF. SO I DID 
V. SOME ASKING AROUND. y 


1 AFTER AN UNUSUAL X 

' DISPLAY OF FEMININE KINDNESS ON ^ 
MY PART, THE WARDEN OF NEW COLLEGE 
CAME WITH UP A NAME FOR THAT 
ANTIQUITY: "EROTOPYLON." AND AN 
ELDERLY USED BOOK SELLER HERE 
V TURNED UP A PAMPHLET WITH THAT y 
X NAME ,N ,T - 


ALRIGHT, MR. LEWIS. 
I THINK YOU'VE HAD 
ENOUGH FOR TODAY. 


i/iR, LUNATIC- 
O/? LORO/ 






"THE EROTOPYLON. 

AN ACCOUNT BY LT. COL. 
FREDERICK PRENTISS, M.A., 
MC AND THE TRUE STORY 
OF ITS ROLE IN THE 
DISAPPEARANCE OF 
CELESTINA MOUNTJOY, AS 
TOLD TO THE HON. MISS 
Iv GRACE WALKER, VADN." 


^ WOW, * 
TABITHA. HOW 
CAN I THANK YOU 
. FOR THIS? . 





"IN 1897, HAVING 
COMPLETED TWO YEARS 
UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF 
PROFESSOR PAUL HAUPT, 
I JOINED THE 
MESOPOTAMIAN 
EXPEDITION OF SIR 
REGINALD MOUNTJOY AS 
A SPECIALIST IN 
SUMERIAN WRITING." 


5 TjSr 


"CONDITIONS IN THAT BARREN 
REGION WERE HARSH." 


“SIR REGINALD WAS 
ACCOMPANIED ON THE 
EXPEDITION BY HIS DAUGHTER 
CELESTINA, WHO INSISTED ON 
ACCOMPANYING HIM." 


“THOUGH A 
MAN OF IRON 
WILL IN EVERY 
OTHER 

RESPECT, SIR 
REGINALD WAS 
A REMARKABLY 
INDULGENT 
FATHER." 


“SHE WAS SO 
DEVASTATINGLY 
BEAUTIFUL — 
CELESTINA. 


“IF ONLY I HAD 
UNDERSTOOD HOW 
EQUALLY BRILLIANT 
SHE WAS — WHAT A 
TRAGEDY MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN PREVENTED/" 


















































































CAN YOU 
TRANSLATE THE 
INSCRIPTION, 

^ PRENTISS? 


I BELIEVE SO, N 
SIR REGINALD. IT 
APPEARS TO BE 
HIGH CLASSICAL 
. SUMERIAN. > 















r I HAVE HEARD, N 

MR. PRENTISS, THAT THE ARTIFACT 
BEARS AN ELABORATE CUNEIFORM 
INSCRIPTION. HAVE YOU BEEN 
v ABLE TO DECIPHER IT? > 


X AH, WELL, N 

MISS MOUNTJOY... IT IS A 
RATHER UNUSUAL VARIANT ON 
WHAT I TAKE TO BE... AKKADIAN 
AND IT MAY TAKE SOME TIME 
N. BEFORE... > 


V' 
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WE WERE TOO TRUSTING. 
OR TOO ARROSANT. 









MEN LIKE YOU 

AND FATHER CANNOT IMASINE 
THAT I MISHT LEARN TO READ 
. SUMERIAN ON MY OWN, 

^ CAN YOU? ^ 


^ I HAVE BEEN ^ 
READINS IN MY FATHER'S 
LIBRARY SINCE I WAS 
EISHT. I BEGAN WITH 
V ASSYRIOLOGY... > 

































































































































































































































































































"MISS WALKER'S PRESS WAS IPENTIFIEP BY HER 
BROTHER, THE CURRENT EARL OF WALKERTON. IT 
WAS FOUND IN THE VICINITY OF A WAREHOUSE 
BELONGING TO NEW COLLEGE. THE MASTER OF 
THE COLLEGE TOLD US THAT THE WAREHOUSE 
WAS USED TO STORE VARIOUS CURIOSITIES AND 
ANTIQUITIES OF NEAR EASTERN ORIGIN..." 


PEARANCE 
OF LORD 
WALKERTON'S 
SISTER IN 
OXFORDSHIRE 
PROMPTS 
V SEARCH." y 












SO IT SEEMS OBVIOUS WHY, WHEN AN ^ 
AMERICAN PHILANTHROPIST SHOWS UP 
WITH A BAS OF MONEY THE UNIVERSITY 
WOULD BE HAPPY TO OFFLOAD THE > 
ARTIFACT AND ITS ASSOCIATED 
EMBARRASSMENT. 




















































MEANWHILE, BACK IN PLEASANT PRAIRIE. 


I APPRECIATE YOUR X 

T all sittins my house \ 

WHILE I'M IN ULAN BATOR. DON'T y 
FORSET TO FEED THE KOMODO 
DRAGON AND REMEMBER, IF THE 
COPS COME TO THE FRONT DOOR 
YOU DON'T HAVE TO LET THEM IN 
WITHOUT A WARRANT. WEREN'T „ 
X THERE SUPPOSED TO BE . 

V FOUR of you? 


y? THERE'S 
■/ ALSO CHIARA. 

/ SHE HAD TO GO TO 
THE UK ON SOME 
URGENT BUSINESS. 
SHE JUST TEXTED 
L TO SAY SHE WAS 
\ ON HER WAY BACK 
\ JUST NOW. > 




THIS IS 
SOME SWEET 
SETUP, RAZ. 


YEAH. I N 
ACTUALLY HAD SOME 
PLANS FOR THAT FIFTH 
BEDROOM, IF NO 
X ONE MINDS. 












































.jlMix" Uif.'lfi 














CERTAINLY 


MY NAME 
IS CELESTINA 
MOUNTJOY. 


AND I 

WAS BORN ON 
MARCH 3, 1876. 
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^- WE... DON'T 

REALLY KNOW. COULD 
YOU TELL US A BIT ABOUT 
YOURSELF? YOUR NAME, ASE, 
S. WHAT YOU DO? _- 


WHY, IT'S GROVER 
CLEVELAND, OF 
COURSE. WHO . 
WOULDN'T / 
KNOW THAT? ^ 


/-MILLICENT. S 

MILLICENT NEWMAN. I 
AM TWENTY-ONE YEARS 
OLD AND A JUNIOR AT 
«s. GNOSIS COLLEGE. 


' MILLICENT... 1 
I MEAN, MISS 
NEWMAN, CAN 
YOU TELL US 
WHO THE 
PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED 
v STATES IS? > 
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“All the news you need for the twenty-first century. ” 


STOLEN FROM 
LOCAL TAVERN 





















LUCY, RAZ, AND I HAVE 
AGREED THAT SOMEONE 
NEEDS TO BE HOME AT ALL 
TIMES UNTIL WE FIGURE OUT 
WHAT TO DO. IT'S MY TURN. 


‘-"a 


Alcuw/Ve&titb civ Lucy &cwmjO- a/MiXLe/, & 
lei'ita^inayig^M^do-utvpcr. 'RLetce/a; 
tyeitire/ uwvpcr dielem£r^arey(MrccdX/b€/. 


Mapper iL retfa & chCubcv tiv b& btebbec 
quabO fvno- edicts cataZovucv. McnvparLcu 
con nebbuwy-dOnxyb <10/48 ores. Ib 
pi^deUe/voltes e/c^molapcvio/ 
con&tipevole' deUcv noitrcc pruenya/. 


B/u-rayO/sc 





























































I'M VERY 

GRATEFUL TO YOU ALL. AND I'M 
SORRY HOW I'VE BEEN. 


f NO, DON'T > 
BE. WHAT 
YOU'VE BEEN 
THROUGH MUST 
BE A TERRIBLE 
v SHOCK. > 







DO ANY OF YOU IN THE 
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY REMEMBER 
THE BATTLE OF ANTIETAM? 


THOSE OF US WHO ARE 
AMERICANS CAN'T FORGET IT. 


MY FATHER FOUGHT THERE 
AS PART OF GENERAL 
BURNSIDE'S CORPS. 


I REMEMBER ONCE ASKING MY FATHER HOW 
HE GOT THROUGH IT, ALL THE HORROR AND 
BLOOD AND DEATH. HE TOLD ME "MILLIE, 
FATE DOES NOT OFFER US A CHOICE AS TO 
WHAT WE GO THROUGH. FATE GIVES US WHAT 
IT WILLS. YOU SIMPLY GO THROUGH." 
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NOTHING FAZES 
THAT WOMAN. 
"WE HAVE A SLIEST 
FROM THE 
NINETEENTH 
CENTURY" 
"REALLY? YOU'LL 
NEED TO SET 
HER A MEDICAL 
EXAMINATION AND 
IDENTIFICATION 
PAPERS. HERE'S 
HOW YOU CAN SO 
ABOUT IT..." 











S HEY LOOK, THE X 
'METADIMENSIONAL PHYSICS > 
INVOLVED IN UNDOING 
HOFFMAN'S WORK ARE 
v REALLY DEMANDING, J 
OKAY? / 


HAVE OVERLOOKED 
A FEW PRACTICAL 
V DETAILS... > 


/ OKAY, X 
/ FINE. SO V 
V APPARENTLY A \ 
/ PIECE OF THE \ 
' TASLIACOZZO 1 
FAMILY FORTUNE 
WILL BE DEVOTED 

k TO THIS I 
PARTICULAR / 
PHILANTHROPIC / 

. PROJECT. / 


BUT AT XI 
y SOME POINT IN 
THE FUTURE I MISHT 
NEED A RETURN 
„ FAVOR. YOU SOT > 
X THAT, EINSTEIN? < 
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da/uv\a/dottore6ia/ 
cmnjOremtvet; zpLegcwulo- 
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Mca^d&fbwiaZLCi' 
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vaecma^tone-". fcLceve-tittte- 
ie- voecmo^tont- neceascuae- 


WE SET MILLIE 
EXAMINED BY A 
SYMPATHETIC WOMAN 
DOCTOR, EXPLA1N1NS 
THAT MILLIE WAS 
"HOMESCHOOLED BY 
ANTI-VACCINATION 
RELIGIOUS FANATICS." 
SHE SETS ALL THE 
NECESSARY 
VACCINATIONS. 


IZ/ conTcttto- dt- TcCtriXha/ £n- D teaei- 
COy viewer fwn&o- do iw/ cevtZfUxx£o- 
dt- vuxi<M:cuphxa4Ahil^, im^t-te^seret- 
dCPreveden^tt/Sc^ctaZe-e-ttn/ 
pcLiiccpOYCcr. Ccrme/preMifiCo-, tuCCo- 
do- coifa/ UM^puxxyU^-fortiAna/. 



TABITHA'S CONTACT IN DIESEL CITY COMES UP 
WITH A PLAUSIBLE BIRTH CERTIFICATE, SOCIAL 
SECURITY CARD, AND PASSPORT. AS PREDICTED, 
ALL THIS DOES COST A SMALL FORTUNE. 
















Lucy voie^a/un^iZure/MiXlLe/a/unx^/deXle'iu& "ripre&e/, 
mo'Vhc>-ccnWMZU'ch&njCn^barebbe/&xfauna'bucrna- 
Ldea/fLnx>a/c\ucw\dx>M(tt^nxyn/&vfcr^cu&cCttjaXx*/ 
wie^lCo-cMes nor me* deb v&ntuneM-mcr ^ecolcr. 










































HONORED SUESTS/ ^1 

r OUR NEXT LOT CONSISTS OF A FAIR 
MAIDEN TAKEN FROM THE SHORES OF THE 
KINGDOM OF RECTITUDIA. THOUGH 
DEMURE AND INNOCENT OF APPEARANCE, 
I AM RELIABLY INFORMED THAT SHE MAY 
CALL ABOUT ALL THE ARTS OF LILITH 
WHEN REQUIRED TO. SHE WAS TAKEN 
WITH AN INTACT MALE COMPANION WHO 
MIGHT, WITH SUFFICIENT DISCIPLINE, BE 
USEFUL IN SOME MENIAL OCCUPATION. 
AVAILABLE TOGETHER OR SEPARATELY, MAY 
k I SUGGEST OPENING THE BIDDING 

AT 100 ECUS? ^ 







I ~~\P; V. 
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WEREN'T OUR INSTRUCTION 
ONLY TO ACQUIRE GIRLS 
FOR THE KING? 












FUN HISTORY FACT.' IN EARLY MODERN EUROPE IT WAS A KNOWN PRACTICE TO CASTRATE PROMISINS BOY SOPRANOS 
BEFORE THEIR REACHING PUBERTY TO PRODUCE A CLASS OF SINGERS CALLED CASTRATI, WHO COMBINED THE PURITY 
OF TONE OF BOYS WITH THE VOCAL POWER AND AGILITY OF TRAINED ADULT PERFORMERS. THE PRACTICE CAME TO 
AN END IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. THE LAST KNOWN LIVING CASTRATO, ALESSANDRO MORESCHI, DIED IN 1922. 










































...AND HERE, YOUR 
MAJESTY, IS A SIRL TORN FROM 
HER NATIVE SHORES OF RECTITUDIA, 
DEMURE AND INNOCENT IN 
^ APPEARANCE BUT... . 


r YES, YES. ^ 
PUT HER IN ^ 
THE HAREM WITH 
ALL THE 

L OTHERS. i 




















I AM THE 
QUEEN. 


W FOR ANY OTHER ^ 
THAN THE KINS TO 
TOUCH ME IS PUNISHED 
^ BY CRUCIFIXION. 


OKAY, PEOPLE, 
THAT'S A WRAP 
FOR TODAY/ 


TO BE CONTINUED.. 







































































r THAT WAS \ 
THE IDEA OF 
THE ASYLUM 
DIRECTOR, MANY 
v A YEAR AGO. j 


S CAN YOU TELL ^ 

ME, BERTHA, WHY SO MANY 
OF THE CEILINGS IN THIS 
BEDLAM HAVE SUCH 
k LARGE DUCTS? y 
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^ I'M A POOR ^ 
LITTLE LAMB WHO HAS 
. LOST HER WAY... ^ 


DO YOU 

THINK YOU CAN 
HELP ME? 
























IT SEEMS \ 

MORE LIKE \ 

GNOSIS 

?ites 




n mi 












^ SO I'M 
SOINS TO BE 
A BOY NOW, IS 
THAT IT? 


” ANYTHIN© TO ~ 
THROW THE DOSS OFF 
w THE SCENT. 


I THINK ^ 
I CAN PLAY 
THE PART. 


^ "CONCEAL ME ^ 
WHAT I AM, AND BE MY 
AID FOR SUCH DISSUISE 
AS HAPLY SHALL BECOME 
THE FORM OF 
V MY INTENT." 




























r THIS IS ALL 
VERY IMPRESSIVE. 

UM... I HAVE A 
. CERTAIN... NEED. 


DOWN THE > 
HALL AND TO THE LEFT. 
I'VE SOT FRIENDS TO CHAT 
s. WITH HERE. > 


' TAKE A 
ALL THE 
TIME YOU 
NEED, BUT 
KEEP IN 
MIND THAT 
YOU'RE 
PLAYINS A 
























^ THIS IS THE GADGET. N 
IT'S A SORT OF STUDENT 
COFFEEHOUSE. A POPULAR 
PLACE FOR PEOPLE 
V TO MEET. y 


y WHY DON'T > 
YOU GET YOURSELF 
SOMETHING, 
MILLIE? 

V I'LL PAY. > 


■— THERE'S AN ACTUAL^N 
STUDENT DOWN IN 
THE BASEMENT, BUT ONLY 
FOR THOSE WHO ARE 

OF AGE. ^ 


^- ...I'LL HAVE A \ 

DOUBLE-CARMEL ALMOND-MILK 
MACCHIATO WITH AN EXTRA ESPRESSO 
SHOT AND SOY WHIR.. 


OKEY-DOKEY. 




















RIGHT? 









^ THIS ALL ^ 
SMELLS DELICIOUS, 
RAZ. WHERE'D YOU LEARN 
TO COOK SO WELL? 


> DAD PUT \ 
' HIMSELF THROUSH \ 
GRADUATE SCHOOL 
COOKING IN CHINESE 
RESTAURANTS, AND 
HE WAS EAGER 
. TO PASS ALONG j 
L HIS SKILLS. / 





^WE HEAR YOU 
HAD QUITE A DAY 
w OUT, MILLIE. 


THAT'S 

TRUE. 


r so how's > 

THE TWENTY-FIRST 
CENTURY TREATINS 


^ IT WILL CERTAINLY ^ 
TAKE A LOT OF SETTINS 
s. USED TO. . 


^ BUT THERE ARE 
AT LEAST ASPECTS 
OF IT THAT I THINK I 
AM SOINS TO LEARN 
V TO ENJOY. 












/ SO RAZ, > 
ARE YOU SOINS 
BACK UP TO VISIT 
YOUR GIRLFRIEND 
IN DIESEL CITY 
V TOMORROW? > 


RAZ YOU > 
HAVE A... A 
PARAMOUR? 


f A LANGUAGE > 
PRACTICE SPEAKING 
PARTNER. THOUGH I 
HAVE TO SAY SHE'S 
AN AWFUL FUN DATE 
FOR AN EIGHTY-SIX 
V YEAR-OLD. ^ 












YOU'LL BE LOOKING IN LOCAL NEWS 
RECORDS FOR SOMETHING — ANYTHING — 
SINCE THE 1930S THAT MIGHT BE A CLUE TO 
STRANGE GOINGS-ON. SOMETHING THAT 
HAVING TO DO WITH AN ARTIFACT THAT LURES 
WOMEN AND MAKES THEM...DISAPPEAR. 



I HAVE 
EVERYTHING 
SCANNED ON 
THIS DEVICE, 
BUT NEED HELP 
READING 
THROUGH IT. 




























In an interview with 
the Republican-' 
Sentinel, Detective 
George Nagurski of 
the Pleasant Prairie 
Police Department, 
dismissed rumors of 
an active local sex 
cult being involved. 
"We think it is 
probably just a 
i prank," he said, but 
V added that the 
\ investigation 
\ continues. 


pile of women's 
clothing was found on the 
south side of the Gnosis 
college campus last night. 













K EXCEPT THAT I 
WAS ABLE TO USE SOMETHING 
CALLED THE "INTERNET" TO FIND 
OUT THAT THERE IS STILL 
SOMEONE NAMED "GEORGE 
NAGURSKI" LIVING RIGHT HERE IN 
V PLEASANT PRAIRIE. > 


/ YOU COULD \ 

CALL HIM ON YOUR > 
WIRELESS TELEPHONIC 
MACHINE AND SEE IF 
HE REMEMBERS . 
V ANYTHING... > 


THAT'S AMAZING 
WORK, MILLIE.' 


X, THE X 

/ "INTERNET" \ 
/ FASCINATES ME. \ 
AN INSTANT GLOBAL 
COMMUNICATIONS 
NETWORK/ ALL THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF 
MANKIND AVAILABLE 
FOR THE ASKING.' 
YOURS MUST BE 
AN ERA OF 
ASTONISHINGLY 
, SOPHISTICATED , 
\ AND CIVILIZED J 
\ DISCOURSE... / 












r EXPLAIN TO > 

ME ASAIN EXACTLY 
WHY YOU'RE DRESSED 
V LIKE THAT? y 


STAN AND I 

WATCHED A "MOVIE" THE OTHER ^ 
NIGHT. THE ONE WITH THE STATUE OF 
THE BIRD? I WAS REALLY IMPRESSED 
V. BY SAM SPADE. 





































































WE FOUND AN 
ADVERTISEMENT 
IN ONE PILE. 














AND THEN SOMEONE'S IDENTIFICATION 
SHOWED UP. AND SHE WASN'T JUST 
SOME RANDOM CUTE HIPPIE CHICK. 














WHEN WE GOT IN THERE 
WE FOUND DINNER ON 
THE TABLE. WE FOUND 
LAUNDRY IN A MACHINE 
DOWNSTAIRS, A DRAWN 
BATH UPSTAIRS. THE 
HOUSE WAS FULL OF 
CLOTHES AND PERSONAL 
EFFECTS FOR PERHAPS A 
DOZEN YOUNG WOMEN, 
ALL JUST LEFT OUT. 


THE HOUSE WAS LIKE THE 
DAMN /U4R/E CELESTE. LIKE 
EVERYONE IN IT JUST 
VANISHED INTO THIN AIR. 


ALSO, MADAM CELESTINA 
APPEARED TO HAVE LEFT US 
A NOTE IN SOME FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE THAT NONE 
OF US COULD READ. 






< NONE OF THIS ^ 
MADE IT INTO THE NEWS, 
v MR. NAGURSKIF > 


X WE ALL N 
ASSUMED THEY JUST GOT 
WIND OF US SOMEHOW 
AND SLIPPED OUT THE BACK 
DOOR MINUTES BEFORE 
V WE SHOWED UP. y 


' BIT DISTURBING y 
THAT NONE OF THE 
NEIGHBORS S4W 
THEM LEAVE, BUT 
v YOU KNOW. y 











YOU KNOW HOW 
' IT IS. SOMETIMES WHEN THE 
FEDS SHOW UP TO INVESTISATE A 
CASE THEY ACTUALLY ARE THERE 
TO INVESTISATE IT. AND 
SOMETIMES THEY'RE THERE TO 
. MAKE SURE IT STAYS 
\ UNINVESTIGATED. S 


I JUST 
DON'T... 

















I WENT TO HAWAII. IT WAS 
PLEASANT. THE "DISAPPEARANCES" 
STOPPED. BUT THE CASE STILL ATE 
AT ME FROM TIME TO TIME. 


THE GNOSIS COLLEGE 
MUSEUM WAS AT THE CENTER 
OF WHERE WE MADE OUR 
ORISINAL CLOTHINS FINDS. 































/ SOMEONE \ 
1 IS KEEPING A \ 
SECRET DOWN 
THERE, AND I 
DON'T LIKE IT. IT'S 
UNWHOLESOME, 
AND I DON'T LIKE 
IT BURIED UNDER 
MY NICE 

V WHOLESOME V 


^ THAT'S WHY > 

I'VE DECIDED TO 
BREAK SILENCE, EVEN 
IF IT'S JUST TO 
V YOU KIDS. > 



- 

THIS IS MARTHA. ^ 
SHE AND I WERE MARRIED FIFTY- 
TWO YEARS. SHE PASSED A LITTLE 

V WHILE ago. ^ 


WE'RE > 
SO SORRY, 
MR. NAGURSKI. 


/sdsgL 




THE POINT IS, I 

r ONLY HAVE A FEW YEARS LEFT 
. MYSELF. WHAT ARE THEY GOING 
^ TO DO TO ME? 



^ THE PROMISE OF ^ 

ETERNAL LIFE HAS BEEN GIVEN 
TO US, AND IF I BELIEVE ANYTHING 
I BELIEVE I SHALL BE SEEING 
Sw HER AGAIN SOON. ^ 



YOU TWO, IN 
THE MEANTIME, 
TAKE CARE. 














IMAGINE ALL 
THAT HAPPENING IN 
OUR HOUSE. 


I'M PLEASED ^ 
YOU THINK OF IT AS 
OUR HOUSE. 


I'M THINKING 
MAYBE RAZ WILL BE ABLE 
TO READ THAT MYSTERIOUS 
LETTER. HE'S A LANGUAGES 
S. WHIZ AFTER ALL. y 



' WHY? IT WAS N 
NOTHING EXOTIC. JUST 
GREEK. AN EASY READ. 
DON'T YOU REMEMBER 
FROM THE GREEK EXAM 
YOU TOOK TO GET INTO 
V GNOSIS? > 


/ DO YOU \ 

r SERIOUSLY MEAN \ 
TO TELL ME THAT 
THERE'S /VO LONGER 
A MANDATORY GREEK 

V EXAM TO GET INTO y 

V GNOSIS? y 








THE SIST OF IT IS THAT SOMETHING 
CALLED THE LOVE-GATE — WHOEVER 
WROTE THE LETTER USES A GREEK 
COMPOUND "EROTOPYLON" TO DESCRIBE 
IT. WOMEN SOMEHOW PASS THROUGH 
THIS GATE INTO REALMS OF 
INCOMPARABLE SENSUAL PLEASURE. 


THOUGH THE REALMS ARE SUPPOSEDLY 
SCATTERED THROUGH TIME AND SPACE, THE 
WOMEN WHO PASS THROUGH THE GATE ARE 
SOMEHOW IN MENTAL CONTACT WITH EACH OTHER. 


THERE'S ALSO A BOAST THAT SOMEDAY 
SOMEONE WILL DIG UP A DOCUMENT AT 
POMPEII THAT WILL ASTONISH THE WORLD. 
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IT WARMS THIS OLD HEART TO 
KNOW THAT THERE ARE ALWAYS 
> YOUNS PEOPLE WILLINS TO 

___ PUNCH BACK AGAINST ALL 

' THAT NARISHKEIT. 


^ AND I PC HOPE 
YOU'LL INVITE ME TO THE 
WORLD PREMIERE WHEN 
w IT HAPPENS. ^ 


CHE BELLO, 

THESE ARE 

delicious; 


AND WHAT 
HAVE YOU BEEN 
SHOOTING THIS 
WEEK, LUCY? 




1 ^ 1 



YOU ARE COMMANDED ^ 
TO DANCE AND AROUSE THE MASCULINE 
PASSIONS OF HIS MAJESTY.' MUSICIANS, 
BEGIN/ 


\\ Y 


y 
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THE MUSIC IS SO 
INTOXICATING... 


^ SURELY I, A ^ 
VIRTUOUS COUNTRY LASS, 
WILL NOT LOSE ANY PART 
OF MY TOO-LOOSE 
. COSTUME. ^ 
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THOUGH I AM 
MOST THOROUGHLY 
RAVISHED, SURELY 
I WILL NOT... 


ikw 



/' % Mu _ 




^ \JI> lull' 'll 4lj j 



/JH 













YES, YES, 
WHATEVER. 



YOU ARE 
CERTAINLY 
A NATURAL 
AT THIS, 
LUCY. 



















r AND SO YOU > 
TWO MET EACH 
. OTHER, HOW? . 


PARTMENT ^ 



X PROFESSOR SURSTEIN ^ 
IN THE GERMAN DEPARTMENT 
RECOMMENDED ESTHER TO ME 
„ AS A CONVERSATION PARTNER 
V ,N YIDDISH. > 


X IT CERTAINLY 
' HAS BEEN A PLEASURE TO > 
HAVE THE ATTENTIONS OF 
, A YOUNG CHARMER LIKE > 
V RAZ HERE. X 


X MAKES ME ^ 
FEEL ALMOST SIXTY 
v AGAIN. 


YES, 

BUT, WHAT IS 
YIDDISH ? > 


Sailfllff 

















THEY MADE ME STUDY THE 
LANGUAGE, LEARN TO READ 
AND WRITE IT WELL, WHICH I 
FEAR I DIDN'T LIKE DOING 
WHEN I AS A LITTLE GIRL. 






































1$w 

fiownbmm/ 






'G NOlg 


voLumt xiv 

numBEP vii 

















































I HAD A GOOD 
ANSWER FOR 


MY PARENTS — MY 
NATAL PARENTS, NOT 
MY ADOPTIVE 
MOTHER AND FATHER 
IN NEWARK — SENT 
ME TO THE UNITED 
STATES FROM 
POLAND WITH I WAS 
THREE YEARS OLD. 


^ I CAN REALLY > 
ONLY TELL YOU ABOUT 
THE ANSWER I WORKED 
OUT FOR MYSELF. 


I WAS ALL 
ALONE. I 
WAS THE ONLY 
ONE MY 
PARENTS 
COULD SEND. 



MY FATHER WAS A MATHEMATICIAN. IN 
THE MIDDLE 19305, THANKS TO 
PATRONAGE FROM ALONZO CHURCH, HE 
HAD AN AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 
FELLOWSHIP. SO I WAS LUCKY ENOUGH 
TO BE BORN IN PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY. 


CAN YOU BELIEVE, MILLIE, THAT IN 
THOSE DAYS THE UNITED STATES 
WOULDN'T EVEN LET MOST JEWISH 
CHILDREN IN AS REFUGEESP 


WHEN OUR FAMILY WANT BACK TO POLAND FATHER 
WORKED FOR THE CRYPTOGRAPHIC BRANCH OF THE 
POLISH ARMY, BREAKING GERMAN CODES AND READING 
THEIR MESSAGES. SO HE HAD A BETTER IDEA THAN MOST 
WHAT WAS COMING FOR POLAND AND ITS JEWS. 


BUT UNDER THE LAW I WAS A 
CITIZEN, SO THEY HAD TO LET ME IN. 






RAZ TELLS ME ^ 
THAT YOUR FATHER SERVED 
IN THE UNION ARMY AND 
FOUGHT AT BOTH ANTIETAM 
AND GETTYSBURG. IS 
V THAT TRUE? ^ 


X YES. AND \ 
' I AGREE WITH N 
YOUR FATHER. I HOPE 
YOU CAN TAKE HIS 

V SENTIMENT TO y 

V HEART. ^4 



v. /y.- w /taf/r/a, 


THE SACRIFICES MEN LIKE 
YOUR FATHER MADE CHANGED 
THE WORLD AND THE LAW OF 
THE UNITED STATES. I WAS 
AND AM A CITIZEN IN PART 
BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY DID. 


sre? f , f* ft C. 


U 7~i&e /T'tyAt rtfr; 


r t'S, S/r/ 










I WON'T SAY THAT MY LIFE WAS SPARED 
FOR A REASON BECAUSE, TO BE BLUNT, 
I DON'T REALLY BELIEVE THAT. 


NEITHER DO I REALLY 
BELIEVE IN HISHER PURPOSES. 


BUT I HAVE FOUND THAT IF I ACT AS IF 
THERE'S A REASON WHY I'M HERE, I CAN 
KEEP THE DARKNESS AT BAY. I WAS SAVED 
FROM INJUSTICE BY CHANCE, AND I'VE 
SPENT MY LIFE FISHTINS IT BY CHOICE. 


PERHAPS MEN LIKE 
YOUR FATHER KEPT THE 
DARKNESS AT BAY IN THE 
SAME WAY, MILLIE. 


SO LET ME 
TELL YOU A BIT 
ABOUT WHERE 
ALL THIS HAS 
TAKEN ME. 























































^ WELCOME 
ASAIN, CHIARA. WHO IS 
^ YOUR FRIEND? 


^ MILLIE. ^ 
SHE'S USEFUL AND 
v RELIABLE. 


/ WHY NOT \ 
TRY FACIAL ' 
RECOSNITION 
SOFTWARE AND 
SEE IF ANYTHING 
. COMES BACK? y 








SISTERS IN SCIENCE, 
THANK YOU FOR TURNING 
OUT TODAY. 



WORLD WAR II 
ER0T0PYI0N 
ACTIVITIES 
AT GNOSIS COLLEGE. 









IN THE DESPERATE SITUATION THEY WERE WILLING 
TO CONSIDER ANYTHING, MAGIC, OCCULTISM... 


AND A CERTAIN 
PAMPHLET ABOUT A 
MYSTERIOUS ARTIFACT 
WRITTEN BY A LONG- 
DEAD BRITISH OFFICER. 



THE POSSIBILITY SUGGESTED 
THEREIN OF TELEPORTATION WAS 
VERY TEMPTING TO THE MINISTRY 
OF UNGENTLEMANLY WARFARE. 
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IN 19H3, A SMALL UNIT OF WOMEN YOUNS 
WOMEN NAVAL RESERVISTS WAS SENT 
FROM BRITAIN TO GNOSIS COLLEGE. 


OFFICIALLY THEY 
WERE SENT HERE TO 
LEARN HOW TO USE A 
NEW NAVIGATION 
SYSTEM BY GNOSIS 
COLLEGE PHYSICISTS. 



FOR THE MOST PART THIS GROUP WAS 
SEGREGATED AND UNDER STRICT NO¬ 
FRATERNIZATION ORDERS. WE ALL KNOW 
HOW WELL THOSE THINGS USUALLY WORK. 











IN REALITY, ANY LESSONS 
IN NAVIGATION WERE 
PURELY FOR SHOW. 
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APPARENTLY WHEN CHURCHILL 
FINALLY FOUND OUT ABOUT THESE 
EXPERIMENTS HE BECAME SIMPLY 
FURIOUS AND ORDERED THEM 
SHUT DOWN FORTHWITH. 


















WHAT DID 
YOU HAVE IN 
MIN D? 


LUCY HAS 
INVITED US TO 
WATCH SOME FILM 
PRODUCTION. 


THAT SOUNDS., 
INTERESTING. 





IT IS OF COURSE, 
DEATH TO TOUCH ME. 


IT IS ALSO DEATH 
TO DISOBEY ME. 


SO ON TOUCHING 
ME, SLAVE BOY. 


YES, YOUR 
MAJESTY. 


(ijilUVitfj 
















SO, WITH THIS SEDUCTION MY PLANS SHALL SOO 
OBVIOUS LUST FOR HER YOUNG SLAVE TO TAUf 
IMPOTENCE AND SEXUAL INDIFFERENCE. IN HIS 1 
THE QUEEN, UNDERCUTTING THE KINGDOM'S ALl/ 
THE PASHA OF SHABOOM, SEEING A RISK Of X 
WILL FIND THAT HE HAS NO CHOICE BUT / 
ANCIENT HOUSE REPRESENT S. TH E WEALTH 
THE SERVICE OF THE POORjflHMNS, A/ ) 
OF THEIR COASTS AND ( I / 

WILL EXCHANGE THE GOli %ll> 

THE BULGARIANS AND I —_EIR^. 

VICTORIES OF NICEPHOM ICES; ANfc* 

ON THE FRONTIER, THE\Vj| TO THED 

OF PEACE, BY THE WELLJ xn \r- YT 'ApX OF A ; 
MEDITERRANEAN, FRQM-\ 

SUBSEQUENTLY BeS\ J XvT) 

THEIR CAPITAL IS^ 














YOU WILL BE FLAYED ALIVE/ 

YOU WILL BE BOILED IN OIL/ YOU WILL 
. BE BROKEN ON THE WHEEL/ ^ 



jf'jgfM 

ppuJ^ 

/ .Jr' ^ 


OF COURSE, NO TECHNOLOGY CAN 
EVER BRINS THE POWER AND HEAT 
OF ACTORS REALLY ACTING. 

_^_ 
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I BELIEVE I CAN, 
NUMBER TWO. 










REPORTS FROM FIELD OPERATIVES INDICATED 
THAT SUBJECT 047, PREVIOUSLY IN A CONDITION 
OF CONSIDERABLE SOCIAL ISOLATION, WAS 
BEGINNING TO ESTABLISH A NEW WEB OF 
INTERPERSONAL CONNECTIONS. 


/ MAKING \ 
/ FRIENDS AND ' 
r INFLUENCING 
PEOPLE? AT HER 
AGE? HMM, I CAN 
i SEE THAT AS A 
\ PROBLEM. > 








/ NORMALLY \ 
/ WE WOULD BRUSH \ 
f THAT OFF. THE 1 
CONNECTIONS ARE 
, JUST COLLEGE , 
l STUDENTS. BUT J 
\ ONE OF THEM / 
\ HAS... TIES. / 








AS YOU CAN SEE 
WE'RE BUILDING QUITE AN ^ 
OPERATION HERE, NUMBER SIX. 
WE WOULD CERTAINLY NOT WANT 
^ TO SEE IT JEOPARDIZED. ^ 


NO INDEED, 
NUMBER TWO. 


IX/l/fU/i'l/tui. 
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OUTSIDE DIESEL CITY 
NEST POLICE PRECINCT. 


JESUS, 
RAZ, WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


THE COPS ^ 
ARE OTHERWISE FUCKINS 
. USELESS. . 









HERE'S WHAT I 
REMEMBER 
HAPPENING... 


I HELPED ESTHER CHECK 
IN AT THIS NEW DOCTOR 
SHE WAS EAGER TO SEE. 










EVENTUALLY, I HAD TO ASK. 


PARMAXOFEl 


EXCUSE ME, ^ 
MA'AM, BUT 
IS EVERYTHIN© 
ALRISHT WITH 
MS. ROSENBAM? 


sr I'M AFRAID \ 
YOU MUST BE MISTAKEN, 
YOUNS MAN. THERE'S NO 
MS. ROSENBAUM WITH 
AN APPOINTMENT FOR 
V TODAY. y 


X BUT THAT'S \ 
' NOT POSSIBLE. I > 
HELPED HER CHECK 
IN WITH THE OTHER 
RECEPTIONIST RIGHT 
v HERE TWO HOURS y 
\ AGO. X 


/ WHAT \ 
f ARE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT? 
THERE IS 
NO OTHER 
v RECEPTIONIST. . 







X FINE. X 
f CALL THE 
POLICE. I'D BE 
HAPPY TO HAVE 
THEM SORTING 
OUT WHAT'S 
. GOINS ON 


X IF YOU X 
DON'T LEAVE 
RIGHT NOW, WE 
WILL HAVE TO 
CALL THE 
v POLICE. / 








L 


A LOOK, KID, > 
I KNOW YOU'RE 
WORRIED ABOUT YOUR 
FRIEND, BUT YOU NEED TO 
v KEEP COOL HERE. > 


X OLDER 
/ PEOPLE SET \ 
' CONFUSED > 
SOMETIMES AND 
WANDER OFF. WE SEE 
IT ALL THE TIME. 
WE'RE SURE MS. 
ROSENBAUM WILL 
TURN UP IN A MATTER 
OF HOURS, BUT WE'LL 
PUT IN A MISSINS 
. PERSONS BULLETIN i 
k JUST THE SAME. J 










WANDER OFF? 
ESTHER WOULDN'T JUST 
WANDER OFF. 


RAZ, DID ESTHER ^ 

EVER TALK ABOUT... ANYTHING RELEVANT 
TO THIS? WHY SHE WANTED SEE A NEW 
DOCTOR? OR WHY SHE MIGHT WANT TO, 
I DON'T KNOW, GET SOME SORT OF 
— CHANGE IN HER LIFE? ^ 


^ I'VE KNOWN 
ESTHER FOR MONTHS. 
AND I'VE NEVER SEEN 
HER ANYTHING OTHER 
THAN RAZOR-SHARP. 


NO, I CAN'T N 
RECALL HER TALKING 
ABOUT ANYTHING LIKE 
THAT. AND OF COURSE 
. I DON'T... > 


WAIT A 
MINUTE.. 









I HOPE THAT 
ESTHER WILL BE ABLE 
TO FORSIVE THE 
INTRUSION, IF THIS ALL 
TURNS OUT TO BE A 
. MISUNDERSTANDING. 
























SHE SEEMS ' 
TO HAVE BEEN A 
RATHER... FREE 
SPIRIT BACK IN 
. THE DAY. > 






















BBS 






IT'S AT THE END OF THESE CHAT SESSIONS THAT 
SENTLMANCALLER890 RECOMMENDED THE 
MEDICAL PRACTICE WHERE RAZ LAST SAW ESTHER. 













THE NODES INHERE THEY WERE 
ROUTED ARE BELIEVED TO BE CLOSE 
TO OTHERS CONTROLLED BY THE 
ASMODEAN BROTHERHOOD. 


ASMODEAN 
BROTHERHOOD? 
WHO ARE THEY? 


A RUMORED SOCIETY 
OF ULTRA-WEALTHY 
PERVERTS. THERE WAS A 
REFERENCE TO THEM IN 
JEFFREY EPSTEIN'S 
LITTLE BLACK BOOK. 


|\ y, / 



\\ A 














/ EVEN IF \ 
f THAT WERE 
TRUE, WHY 
WOULD THESE 
PEOPLE HAVE AN 
, INTEREST IN 
\ ESTHER? > 


^ JEFFREY EPSTEIN? > 
YOU MEAN THAT 
HEDSE-FUND SUY WHO 
COMMITTED SUICIDE 
V IN PRISON? 


.II///AOL 


YEAH. 

"SUICIDE. 




































*A FIFTEENTH-CENTURY CONDOTERRO WHOSE VARIOUS MISDEEDS SO IRRITATED POPE 
PIUS II THAT HE EARNED FOR HIMSELF THE UNIQUE DISTINCTION OF BE1NS CANONIZED 
INTO HELL IN A FORMAL CEREMONY CONDUCTED BY THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 
THE CHURCH DOES NOT DO THIS ANYMORE, WHICH I THINK IS SAD, BECAUSE FRANKLY 
WE COULD ALL USE A LITTLE MORE COLORFUL PASENTRY IN OUR LIVES. 
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R.\ L.\ Propaganda 2 



♦EVEN IF YOU DON'T KNOW ITALIAN, YOU 
CAN PROBABLY GUESS FROM CONTEXT, AND 
IF YOU CAN'T, THERE'S ALWAYS 
WIKTIONARY: HTTPS://EN.WIKTIONARY.ORS . 

























^ HAVEN'T X 
YOU... YOU KNOW... ^ 
AGED OUT OF HIS . 
. VICE YET? / 


„_ I'M SURE N 

r UNCLE LUISI HAS HAD, 
AND STILL HAS, PLENTY 
OF OPPORTUNITIES TO 
INDULSE ANY PEDOPHILE 
. DESIRES HE MISHT HAPPEN 
X TO HAVE. 



THERE ARE TWO THINSS. X 
FIRST, IF I KNOW ANYONE > 

ASSOCIATED WITH THE ASMODEAN 
v BROTHERHOOD, IT WOULD BE y 

V UNCLE LUISI. 



K SE SOLO Tl X . 
V LASCIASSI RACCOSLIEREA/v 
O SRAZIOSO E DELICATO \ 
FIORELLINO, QUALSIASI lh- 
COSA CHE SONO IN P 
V. SRADO D! OFFRIRE / 
K SAREBBE TUA.* / 





















































































'G NOlg 


‘—C o L 

voLumt xiv 
numBER ix 











ft* 









































































































J£ 



’V' [ gr^Y r J >r i,r i r 

~ l^Vv V*. v^ 

<? Mj| 

''urn 



\w v 1 KH 






















































































^ WHO PARES ^ 
ENTER THE TEMPLE OF THE 
DARK GODDESS? 




WE HAVE AN 
EVIL PURPOSE, MOST 
NOBLE UNHOLINESS, AND WISH TO 
CURRY THE DARK GODDESS'S 
^ FAVOR FOR IT. ^ 


^ AS YOU CAN 
SEE, WE HAVE BROUGHT 
A MOST APPROPRIATE 
. SACRIFICE. 


VERY WELL. 
MINIONS, BRINS FORTH 
THE MEANS AND MAKE 
READY/ 
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<WHIMPER> 

















r I CAN ^ 
ONLY WONDER 
AT WHO THE 
AUDIENCE WAS 
FOR THESE 
k THINSS. A 


^ CAREFUL! ^ 
THAT OLD ACIDIC PAPER 
IS VERY FRASILE. 



' IT WAS... ^ 
CATHARTIC, 
PROFESSOR WAITE. 
. THANK YOU. 



























ACTINS AND SEX N 
WORK, MY DEARS, ARE THE 
MOST COMPLEMENTARY OF 
v PROFESSIONS. 


-—JS22U 

- I DID A LITTLE MOVIE ACTINS <1 

BEFORE I CAME HERE, BUT WAS TERRIBLE AT IT. I WAS 
SO FORTUNATE TO HAVE NIKOLAI PAVLOVICH TAKE ME 
UNDER HIS WINS AND TEACH ME TO ACT WHEN I JUST... 
POPPED IN TO ITALY SOME YEARS BACK. 


^ YOU COULD > 

BENEFIT IMMENSELY FROM 
A FEW OF HIS TUTORIALS, 
s, MR. CHEN. 











































CHEERLEADER 

SQUAD! 
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HIGH-SPEED ELEVATOR 
A/ILL TAKE US WHERE WE 
w NEED TO GO. . 



A CONVERTED 
SECRET KRIEGSMARINE 
^ SUBMARINE BASE. 


YOUR SERENE ^ 

HIGHNESS'S GREAT-GRANDFATHER'S 
FIRM WAS LEAD CONTRACTOR ON ITS 
. ORIGINAL CONSTRUCTION. 












^ IT IS IN ^ 
HERE THAT THE MASIC 
. TAKES PLACE. 



























AND WHAT EXACTLY 
IS THE MAGIC? 


r it is ^ 

QUITE SIMPLE, 
IN PRINCIPAL 
v ANYWAY. 


OUR PROFILING TEAMS IDENTIFY 
ELDERLY WOMEN WHO MEET CERTAIN 
PSYCHOLOSICAL AND SENETIC 
DESIDERATA AND RECRUIT THEM. 


"RECRUIT" THEM? 


JUST AS YOUR SERENE HIGHNESS'S 
SREAT-SRANDFATHER RECRUITED 
LABOR FOR HIS WARTIME 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS. 


A COMBINATION OF Q-RADIATION AND 
DRUS THERAPIES IN A SECURE FLUIDIC 
ENVIRONMENT IS USED TO INDUCE 
HIGH-SPEED REVERSE SENESCENCE. 










































































MY DOCTOR _ 
HAD WARNED\ 
ME ABOUT ' 
HIGH-SPEED 
ELEVATORS. 

HE HAS GIVEN 
ME SOME 
MEDICATION. 

A GLASS OF 
WATER... > 


THAT 
IS MUCH 
BETTER. 


' idiot; > 

WHERE IS HIS 
SERENE 
HIGHNESS'S 
GLASS OF 
V WATER? y 


/ IF YOUR \ 

V SERENE \ 
HIGHNESS WILL ^ 

COME WITH ME, I 
AM SURE WE CAN 
ARRANGE TO TAKE 
THE FR... I MEAN, 
THE SLOWER OF 
OUR ELEVATORS , 

V BACK UPSTAIRS. > 


r COMING 1 
RIGHT AWAY, 
NUMBER 

k two; , 

































































MEANWHILE, BACK AT GNOSIS COLLESE, THE 
EXPRESS TRAIN OF PORN BARRELS ALONG, 
BOUND FOR AN UNKNOWN DESTINATION... 


yjj ' 


^ PERHAPS YOUR ^ 

MAJESTY WOULD LIKE IT 
IF I WERE TO GET OUT 
V THE TRAPEZE... ^ 




































































































r THESE PEOPLE 
AND THEIR FRIENDS... THEY'RE 
ALMOST UNSPEAKABLY 
V POWERFUL. 


^ WE HAVE A FEW 
WEEKS TO TRY TO FIGURE OUT 


/ WE WILL, Xt 
' RAZ, WE WILL. > 

BUT FOR RIGHT NOW 
MILLIE AND I HAVE A 
MEETING WITH OUR 
SISTERS IN CRIME OVER 
S. AT DELTA P SI. y 


I SHALL TRY 

TO BE THE MASTER OF MYSELF. 
OZ//04/W ITAQUE E SAPIENTIBUS 
VIRIS IRAM DIXERUNT BREVEM 
//VSAM4/U * 


""THE WISE THEREFORE CALL 
ANGER A BRIEF MADNESS." 
(SENECA, O/V AMSfi?) 


something. 


i ( TT" 


\V f/ 























































THEY WERE A WHITE SUPREMACIST MILITA IN 
CALIFORNIA, RIGHT? MURDERED A LOT OF LATINO 
AND ASIAN IMMIGRANTS, UNTIL THEY WERE ALL 
WIPED OUT IN SOME KIND OF BIG MASSACRE. 


I THOUGHT IT WAS ALL 
JUST A BIG MYSTERY. 







OFFICIALLY, 

YES. 





























WE'VE DEVOTED SOME 
EFFORT TO THE 
QUESTION. THE ONLY 
CHARTED WAY INTO THE 
SPACE BEYOND ARE 
SOME HVAC DUCTS AND 
ELECTRICAL CONDUITS. 
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AND IN VIEW OF THE 

r INVALUABLE AND IRREPLACEABLE ^ 
SERVICES PROVIDED TO US BY THIS PAIR, 
WE EXPRESS AS AN ACT OF OUR 
SOVEREIGN WILL THAT THEY SHALL BE 
WED, RAISED TO THE RANK OF COUNT 
AND COUNTESS ALMAMATER, AND 
GIVEN A NEW ESTABLISHMENT 
^ IN LIFE APPROPRIATE TO * 
THEIR STATIONS. . 1 


YOU MAY 
RISE. 
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r YES, INDEED. ^ 
I HAVEN'T ENJOYED 
MYSELF THIS MUCH 
SINCE THE LAST 
TIME WE BURNED 

V A heretic; > 


OH, SOOD 

show; 


WE CONVEY OUR 
CONSRATULATIONS 
TO THE HAPPY 
v COUPLE. .. 


AND THEN 
WE LIE IN WAIT 
FOR ANOTHER 
OPPORTUNITY... 


CUT! 

AND THAT'S A 

wrap; 




























S CHIARA IS > 
WAITING UPSTAIRS 
WITH THE ENTIRE 
SETUP. SHE SEEMS 
S. VERY CALM. . 
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^ THE ONE IN 
WHICH YOUR SERENE 
HIGHNESS HAD 
EXPRESSED AN 
INTEREST IS READY, 
AND WE SHALL SHOW 
. HER IN PROMPTLY. , 




























SO, WHAT IS 
IT THAT YOU WISH TO 
DO WITH ME ? 


SEND YOU 
TO COLLEGE, 
ESTHER. 




SO, L'CHAIM/ 


HERE'S 
TO life; 


CLlMK! 


THE END. OR PERHAPS, 
THE BEGINNING... 








